The cultural elimination of organisms which ferment lactose slowly or not at all from consideration as enteric pathogens often requires 12 or more tests and periods up to 7 days. Of the troublesome paracolon organisms isolated from eosin methylene blue (EMB) or MacConkey agar plates, the most common are atypical isolates of Escherichia coli. These paracolons are readily separated from Salmonella and Arizona group isolates, but difficulty has been experienced in separating them from Shigella species. Two culture media are now commercially available which aid in the separation of Shigella from E. coli strains which produce a Shigella-like reaction on Triple Sugar Iron Agar (TSI) slants. The purpose of this paper is to compare the efficiency of these media in rapidly eliminating E. coli paracolons from consideration as possible Shigella isolates.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
A total of 245 E. coli isolates, which fermented lactose slowly or not at all (obtained during a 4-month collection period), were tested. These organisms were recovered from normal stool samples on EMB and MacConkey agar plates. Test media were slants of acetate differential agar (ADA), Sellers citrate-mannitol-agar (SCM), and Simmons citrate-agar (SC).
Inoculations of these media were made from overnight TSI cultures, all of which showed alkaline slants, acid butts, and no H2S production. Ninety of these organisms showed some gas in the butts of the TSI cultures.
RESULTS AND DISCuSSION
As shown in Table 1 , at 18 hr 83% of the isolates produced a positive citrate reaction on SCM, whereas 7% gave a positive reaction on ADA. At 24 hr, 92 % of the cultures were positive on SCM versus 42% on ADA. At 48 hr, 244 (99.6%) of the isolates were positive on SCM, whereas a 72-hr incubation period was required for equal results with ADA. One isolate failed to grow on either medium because it was unable to use ammonium salts as the sole source of nitrogen. It was subsequently identified as an E. coli strain which fermented mannitol. None of the isolates grew on SC in 72 hr. The more delayed growth on ADA very possibly is due to the acetate. According to Dagley, Dawes, and Foster (1), the growth of Aerobacter aerogenes is completely inhibited by acetate at a concentration of only 3.46 g per liter, even at a neutral pH. A further possible reason for the slower growth of E. coli on ADA is that, like SC and Christensen's citrate-agar, it must be lightly inoculated to avoid the possibility of a false-positive react-ion due to a heavy load of cells from a peptone medium furnishing enough organic matter for some growth. Conversely, SCM should be inoculated heavily, as the acid production from the mannitol, which is the substrate attacked by E. coli, effectively prevents false-positive citrate reactions, and the low phosphate concentration per- 
